
MAXIMISE
YOUR 
REVISION WITH 
MIND MAPS
A POWERFUL TOOL TO HELP YOU ACE YOUR EXAMS!
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WHY MIND MAPS WORK: 

Revision mind maps are a great way to help you organise their 

thoughts, identify key topics, and break down complex 

information. 
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HOW TO CREATE AN EFFECTIVE MIND MAP 

1. Choose the Central Topic

What is the subject or theme?

For example, if it’s for a science exam, the central topic could 

be “Physics,” “Biology,” or “Chemistry.”

Make sure the central idea is clearly defined, as everything 

else will branch out from here.
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HOW TO CREATE AN EFFECTIVE MIND MAP 

2. Identify Key Themes/Topics

Break the subject into major areas or themes. These will be your first-level 

branches.

For example, if you’re doing a revision mind map for History, key topics might 

include “World War I,” “The Industrial Revolution,” and “Cold War.”

Each theme should cover a significant chunk of the syllabus that you need to 

revise.
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HOW TO CREATE AN EFFECTIVE MIND MAP 

3. Add Subtopics

Under each major theme, add subtopics. These are details that 

will help students understand the larger theme.

For example, under "World War I," subtopics could be "Causes," 

"Major Battles," "Key Figures," and "Treaties."

Use bullet points or keywords for each subtopic.
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HOW TO CREATE AN EFFECTIVE MIND MAP 

4. Include Key Information

Add important facts, formulas, definitions, or dates under each 

subtopic.

For example, under “Key Figures,” include dates of birth/death 

and their roles in the event.

Keep text brief and to the point so it’s easy to digest at a glance.
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HOW TO CREATE AN EFFECTIVE MIND MAP 

5. Use Colours and Visuals

Use different colours to distinguish different branches or themes. 

This makes the map more visually appealing and easier to follow.

Add icons or small images to make the map more interactive 

(e.g., a picture of Albert Einstein under the "Key Figures" subtopic 

for Physics).

You can use arrows, symbols, and boxes to indicate relationships 

or connections between topics.
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HOW TO CREATE AN EFFECTIVE MIND MAP 

6. Show Relationships Between Topics

Draw connecting lines or arrows between related topics. For 

example, if “Photosynthesis” in Biology relates to “Respiration,” 

show that connection visually.

This helps you see the bigger picture and how topics link together, 

which is essential for understanding.
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HOW TO CREATE AN EFFECTIVE MIND MAP 

7. Create a Simple Layout

Ensure that the mind map is well-organised. Don’t overcrowd it; 

leave enough space to make it readable.

Try to place related topics close to one another and keep the 

map expanding outward symmetrically.
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TEST YOUR MIND MAP

Once created, test the mind map by reviewing it. Would a friend/ 

parent/ carer understand the topic just by looking at it? 

If not, adjust by simplifying or adding more connections.

https://youtu.be/RcOHqs0ygpQ

https://youtu.be/RcOHqs0ygpQ
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MINDMAP EXAMPLE FOR HISTORY

https://youtu.be/6HXJrfddvIE
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MINDMAP EXAMPLE FOR HISTORY

https://youtu.be/6HXJrfddvIE
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MINDMAP EXAMPLE FOR ENGLISH

https://youtu.be/6HXJrfddvIE
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DIGITAL TOOLS

You could use Digital Tools 

Tools like MindMeister, XMind, or Canva can help create digital 

mind maps that are easy to create.

These tools often allow you to collaborate, add multimedia, 

and make interactive presentations.



THANK YOU!
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