
 

Year 11 Playlist R.E. 

Matters of Life and Death 

 

This playlist is designed to follow the Religious Studies GCSE Edexcel B curriculum and provide 

you with opportunities to further your learning.  

Follow the directions for each activity and complete them in order. 

Lesson  Learning 

Intention 

Activities Suggested videos 

and links 

1 Christian and 

scientific 

explanations 

for the origins of 

the universe. 
 

Key Skill: 

Compare and 

contrast 

scientific and 

religious 

explanations of 

the origins of 

the universe 

and use these 

comparisons to 

build balanced 

arguments. 

Task 1 – Watch Big Bang Theory 

explained on BBC and Christian beliefs 

about creation on BBC Bitesize. Make 

notes on the following: 

 

Clip 1 

1) When scientists believe the 

universe began. 
2) What evidence supports the Big 

Bang theory. 
3) How the Big Bang explains the 

order and development of the 

universe. 

Clip 2 

1) What Genesis 1 says about how 

the world began. 
2) The difference between a 

literalist (creationist) and a non-

literalist (liberal) Christian view. 
3) Why Christians believe God is 

the ultimate cause of the 

universe. 

Task 2 - Create a Venn diagram 

comparing the two explanations: 

• Science only (Big Bang): points 

unique to science. 

• Christianity only (Creation): 

points unique to religion. 

• Both (Overlap): points they 

might agree on (e.g. the 

universe had a beginning, 

order, laws of nature). 

 Task 3 - Answer the questions below: 

Clip 1  

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/bitesize/topics/ztx

ndnb/watch/z44wfd

m  
 

Clip 2 

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/bitesize/topics/zs

6f9j6/watch/zbd42h

v 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/bitesize/guides/z9

ncqhv/revision/2  
 

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/teach/class-clips-

video/articles/zy24b

qt 
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1) How does Genesis describe 

creation? 
2) What is the difference between 

a literalist and a non-literalist 

Christian? 

Go Further: Write an exam-style answer: 

“Science has disproved Christianity’s 

account of creation.” Evaluate this 

statement (12 marks). 

• Write down 2 points that agree 

with the statement (science has 

stronger evidence). 

• Write down 2 points that 

disagree (many Christians accept both, 

God caused the Big Bang). 

• Add one source of authority 

(e.g. Genesis 1, or the Catechism: “The 

universe did not make itself”). 

Step 2 – Write: 

Aim for 4 paragraphs (two for, two 

against) and a short conclusion giving 

your view. 

2 Christian beliefs 

about the 

sanctity of life 

and their 

importance. 
 

Key Skill: Using 

sources of 

authority in 

explanations 

(AO1/AO2). 

 

Task 1 – Read this extract about the 

Sanctity of Life – BBC Bitesize.  

1. What do Christians mean by the 

term sanctity of life? (1) 

2. Give two different Christian 

views about abortion. (2) 

3. Explain two Christian teachings 

that show why human life is 

considered sacred. (4) 
 (In your answer you should refer 

to scripture or sources of 

authority.) 

4. Explain two different Christian 

attitudes towards abortion. (5) 
 (In your answer, you must refer 

to scripture or sources of 

authority.) 

Activity 2 – Apply to Real Life 
Watch: What is sanctity of life?  

TrueTube (3 mins). Write 5 sentences 

 

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/bitesize/guides/zh

bqf4j/revision/5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.truetub

e.co.uk/resource/th
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explaining how the belief in sanctity of 

life might affect Christian views on 

medical ethics (e.g. abortion, 

euthanasia). 

Go Further – Planning practice 
Plan an answer to this GCSE question 

(Hint: Each point + explanation + 

source of authority = 2 marks, plus 1 

mark for development.) 

Explain two Christian teachings about 

the sanctity of life. (5 marks) 

e-view-from-the-

classroom-abortion/  

3 Evolution and 

Christian beliefs 

about the 

value of human 

life. 
 

Key Skill: 

Explaining 

points of 

conflict and 

compatibility 

(AO2). 

 

Task 1 – Watch and Note 
Watch: Charles Darwin and Evolution – 

BBC Teach. Make notes on: 

1. How Darwin explained the 

development of species. 

2. What evidence supports his 

theory. 

Task 2 – Christian Response 
Read: Creation and Evolution – BBC 

Bitesize. Read the extract carefully. As 

you read, make a note of the following: 

• Any reasons why Christians 

rejected Darwin’s theory (e.g. “The 

Bible says humans were created on the 

sixth day”). 

• Any reasons why Christians 

might accept both Darwin and the 

Bible (e.g. “seven days of creation = 

seven long periods of time”). 

Make a table with two columns and 

sort the ideas from the extract: 

Literalist Christians Non-literalist 

Christians 

Reject evolution Accept evolution 

as compatible 

God made 

humans in his 

image 

7 days could 

mean long 

periods of time. 

Go Further – Reseach  

1. Why did some Christians oppose 

Darwin’s theory of evolution? 

 

https://www.youtub

e.com/watch?v=u0j

wKnYI5nc 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/bitesize/guides/zv

2fgwx/revision/11 
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2. What is theistic evolution? 
3. How does intelligent design 

differ from natural selection? 

4 Christian and 

secular 

responses to 

abortion. 
 

Key Skill: 

Weighing up 

different 

perspectives 

(AO2 

evaluation). 

 

 

Task 1 - Watch: What is abortion? – BBC 

Bitesize. Answer the following questions: 

1. Give one argument for abortion 

and one argument against 

abortion. 

2. Outline two reasons why some 

people believe abortion should 

be legal. 

3. Explain two reasons why many 

Christians believe abortion is 

wrong. 
 (In your answer, refer to 

religious teachings or sources of 

authority.) 

4. Explain two contrasting views 

about abortion in 

contemporary British society. 
 (In your answer, you must refer 

to scripture or sources of 

authority.) 

Task 2 – Christian Viewpoints 
Read: Christian views on abortion – BBC 

Bitesize. Answer the following questions: 

1) Why do Catholic Christians 

reject abortion? 

2) How might Anglican Christians 

take a more nuanced view? 

Task 3 - Prepare a short presentation / 

poster summarising these differences. 

Go Further – Exam Practice 

“A woman’s right to choose is more 

important than the rights of the unborn 

child.”  Evaluate this statement. 
 In your answer you should: 

• Refer to Christian teachings and 

other religious or non-religious 

views. 

• Give arguments for and against. 

• Reach a justified conclusion. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/bitesize/guides/zh

bqf4j/revision/4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/bitesize/guides/zh

bqf4j/revision/5 

 

5 Christian beliefs 

about life after 

death and their 

importance. 

Task 1- Watch: Life after Death – BBC 

Bitesize. Make notes on: 

 

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/bitesize/guides/z

wvymsg/revision/1 
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Key Skill: 

Constructing 

arguments with 

reasons for and 

against (AO2 

evaluation). 

 

1. Christian beliefs about 

resurrection and judgement. 

2. What heaven and hell are. 

3. Why these beliefs matter to 

Christians. 

Task 2 – Research alternative views 
Humanist UK position on life after death 

(Humanists UK). Write down 3 reasons 

why humanists reject belief in life after 

death. 

Go Further – Exam Practice 
 “There is no evidence for life after 

death.” Evaluate this statement. (12 

mark 

 

 

6 Christian and 

secular 

responses to 

euthanasia.  
 

Key Skill: 

Building 

balanced 

arguments 

using real-life 

examples 

(AO2). 
 

Task 1 – What is the debate about 

Euthanasia? Go to BBC Bitesize and 

make notes /mind map under the 

headings:  

• What is euthanasia? 

• What does the UK law say 

about Euthanasia? 

• What are the alternatives to 

euthanasia? 

• What are the arguments for 

euthanasia? 

• What are the arguments 

against euthanasia? 

• What does Christianity say 

about euthanasia? 

Task 2 - Watch: What is euthanasia? – 

BBC Bitesize. 

• How are the two Christian views 

similar (e.g. what values they 

share, what beliefs overlap)? 
• How are they different (e.g. 

how one justifies euthanasia vs 

how the other rejects it, 

different interpretations of 

Scripture, different weighting of 

suffering vs sanctity of life)? 
• Why do interpretations differ? 

Think about how different 

Christians might interpret the 

Bible differently, or give more 

emphasis to certain values 

(compassion, autonomy, 

preserving life etc.). 

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/bitesize/guides/zh

bqf4j/revision/7 
 

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/bitesize/guides/zh

bqf4j/revision/8 
 

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/bitesize/guides/zh

bqf4j/revision/9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/bitesize/topics/zs

6f9j6/watch/z88pn39 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/bitesize/guides/zh

bqf4j/revision/9 
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Go Further – Case Study & Exam Prep 
Research Tony Nicklinson’s case (BBC 

News article). Write a paragraph 

explaining why his case was significant 

in the debate.   

Plan an answer to this question: 

“Christians should support euthanasia.” 

Evaluate this statement. (12 marks) 

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/news/uk-

england-wiltshire-

62592897 

7 Ethical thinking 

- Stewardship, 

environmental 

responsibility, 

and animal 

rights. 

 

Key Skill: 

Applying 

religious 

teachings to 

ethical issues 

(AO2 

application). 

 

 

Task 1 – Make notes about stewardship 

using the link in the next column.  

 

 

Task 2 – Animal Rights 

Watch the video ‘Is it ever right to 

experiment on animals? Make notes 

under these headings – I would suggest 

making a table (4 columns x 3 rows) 

• Perspective 

Example: James (pro-testing) 

• Key arguments 

Example: What does James believe 

and why? 

• Supporting reasons/examples 

Example: Give specific reasons such as 

his condition, medicines, treatments. 

• Ethical questions raised. 

Example: What justifications does he 

use? Any weaknesses? 

Compare: How are James’s and 

Christina’s viewpoints similar? How are 

they different? Think about what they 

believe about the value of human life 

vs animal life. Think about whether they 

accept animal suffering in some cases 

or not. 

Reflect: Which arguments did you find 

most convincing, and why? 

Consider: emotional impact, logical 

strength, consistency with 

ethical/religious principles. 

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/bitesize/guides/z

qphw6f/revision/5 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/teach/class-clips-

video/articles/z6s6nr

d 
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Go Further – Read: Christian views on 

animal rights – BBC Bitesize. Answer the 

following questions: 

1) Why do Christians believe 

animals should be treated well? 
2) Why do some oppose animal 

testing? 

 

https://www.bbc.co.

uk/religion/religions/

christianity/christiane

thics/animals_1.shtm 
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