
Year 8 Playlist RE 

Autumn Term 1: Islamic beliefs and practices 

 

This playlist is designed to follow the RE curriculum and provide you with opportunities 

to further your learning.  

Follow the directions for each activity and complete them in order. 

Lesson Learning 

Intention 

Activity Suggested Videos and 

Links 

1 
To understand 

how Islam 

began and 

the historical 

context. 

 

Task 1 – Watch & Note 
Watch: The Origins of 

Islam – BBC Bitesize. 

Read the information on 

this webpage, write 

down: when Islam 

began, where, and who 

founded it. 

Take the quiz at the end. 

Task 2 – Make a quiz of 8 

statements based on the 

article, mixing true and 

false. Example 

statements: 

• “Muslims believe 

there are many 

gods.” 

• “The Qur’an was 

revealed to 

Muhammad.” 

• “Sunni and Shia 

Muslims believe in 

the same number 

of obligations.” 

• “Muslims pray 5 

times a day.” 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bit

esize/articles/zrxxgwx 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bit

esize/topics/zxwhg2p/arti

cles/znhjcqt 

 

https://www.youtube.com

/watch?v=c5c9-1zxPeA 
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TIF: Choose one practice 

(e.g. prayer 5 times a 

day, halal food, praying 

towards the Kaaba). 

• Research briefly 

(online) how that 

practice might 

look in someone’s 

daily life in the UK. 

Find 2-3 examples 

of how someone 

might do this. 

• Write a diary-entry 

or short imagined 

narrative from the 

perspective of a 

Muslim doing that 

practice: how they 

prepare, the 

challenges, how it 

feels, why it’s 

meaningful. 

2 To explore why 

Muhammad is 

considered the 

most important 

prophet in 

Islam. 

Task 1 – Watch & Note 
Watch: The Life of 

Muhammad – BBC 

Teach. 

• Make notes on 

three key events in 

Muhammad’s life. 

Task 2 – Importance 
Read: Muhammad – BBC 

Bitesize. 

• Write 5–6 

sentences 

explaining why 

Muhammad is so 

important to 

Muslims. 

TIF: Imagine you are 

Muhammad. Write a 

 

https://www.youtube.com

/watch?v=c5c9-1zxPeA 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/pr

ogrammes/p01143yn 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bit

esize/guides/zr68hbk/revisi

on/1 
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short diary entry about 

the night of the first 

revelation in the cave. 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/pr

ogrammes/p01143yn  

3 To describe 

the main 

features of a 

mosque. 

Task 1 – Virtual Tour 
Explore: Inside a Mosque 

– 360° Tour, Google Arts & 

Culture. 

• List at least 4 

features you can 

see inside a 

mosque. 

Task 2 – Watch & Sketch 
Watch: Mosque Tour – 

TrueTube. 

• Draw a labelled 

diagram of a 

mosque, adding a 

short note to 

explain the 

purpose of each 

feature. 

TIF: Write a paragraph 

comparing a mosque to 

a church or synagogue. 

How are they similar and 

how are they different? 

 

 

https://artsandculture.goo

gle.com/asset/visit-the-

umayyad-mosque-in-

damascus-in-360-

degrees/HAFtYEyD2EvZaw

?hl=en 

 

 

https://www.truetube.co.u

k/resource/holy-cribs-the-

mosque/ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/te

ach/articles/zr3f2sg 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bit

esize/guides/z3sf2nb/revisi

on/1 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bit

esize/guides/zsgbtv4/revisi

on/4 

 

4 To explain why 

mosques are 

important to 

Muslims and 

Task 1 – Watch & Reflect 
Watch: Why is the 

Mosque Important? – 

BBC Teach. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com

/watch?v=hg_CbiGE9kk 
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their 

communities. 

• Write down at 

least 3 roles a 

mosque plays in 

the local 

community. 

Task 2 – Research & 

Apply 
Read: Mosque – 

RE:Online. 

• Write 2 short 

paragraphs: one 

on the mosque as 

a place of 

worship, and one 

on its role in 

education/comm

unity life. 

TIF: Feedback: You have 

described features of a 

mosque well. 

Action: Now explain why 

each feature or role is 

important to Muslims. 

Response: Rewrite one of 

your paragraphs with 

“because” or “this 

matters to Muslims 

because…” to show 

deeper understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.reonline.org.u

k/teaching-

resources/places-of-

worship-voices-from-

religion-and-

worldviews/places-of-

worship-muslim/ 

 

 

 

 

5 To understand 

the core 

practices of 

Islam. 

Task 1 – Watch & 

Summarise 
Watch: The Five Pillars of 

Islam – BBC Bitesize. 

• Write one 

sentence 

explaining each 

pillar. 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com

/watch?v=H9U8T8x1AhQ 
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Task 2 – Compare & 

Reflect 
Use: Five Pillars – 

RE:Online. 

• Make a table with 

5 rows (one for 

each pillar). In 

each row, write: 

1. What it is. 

2. Why it is important. 

TIF: Write a paragraph: 

Which pillar do you think 

is the hardest to follow 

today? Why? 

 

https://www.reonline.org.u

k/knowledge/islam/religio

us-practice/ 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/te

ach/school-

radio/articles/zvvvp4j 

 

 

6 To explore how 

Muslims 

observe 

Ramadan and 

celebrate Eid. 

Task 1 – Watch & Note 
Watch: Ramadan & Eid – 

BBC Teach. 

• Write down 3 key 

things Muslims do 

during Ramadan 

and 2 ways Eid is 

celebrated. 

Task 2 – Explain 
Read: Ramadan and Eid 

– National Geographic 

Kids. 

• Write 6–8 

sentences 

explaining the 

importance of 

Ramadan for 

Muslims. 

TIF: Create a “Day in the 

Life” schedule for a 

Muslim during Ramadan. 

Include fasting, prayer, 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/te

ach/school-

radio/articles/z7bt7yc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://kids.nationalgeogr

aphic.com/history/article/

ramadan#:~:text=For%20t

he%20hundreds%20of%20

millions,t%20have%20enou

gh%20to%20eat. 
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work/school, and 

breaking the fast. 

 


