
INFORMATION 
AND GUIDANCE 
EVENING
KEY STAGE 3



WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS

9



SCHEDULE
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Time Venue Venue

Welcome and Introductions 18:00-18:10 Hall 

Head of Faculty input 18:10- 18:30 Hall

Progress Leader 18:35: 18:45 Year 7&8 Hall Year 9 Dr John’s

Emma Bullock

Senior Education Mental Health 

Practitioner

Young People's Mental Health Support 

Team

18:45-19:00

Refreshments 18:45- 19:00 Dr John’s Foyer



EXCELLENCE TOGETHER

MISSION:

Nurturing happiness and 
academic success

CORE VALUES:

Pride, Kindness, Resilience

4
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WHO TO CONTACT WITH QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS?

Form 

tutor

Progress 

Leader

Assistant Progress 

Leader

Mr Parry Vice 

Principal -Pastoral

Subject Teacher

Head of Subject

Head of 

Faculty

Mrs Bradbury-Cheetham 
-Vice Principal Curriculum and Attainment

Mr Colwell

-Vice Principal -SEND

Mrs Sagar –Head of School

Email: schooladmin@oldershaw.wirral.sch.uk



KEY STAGE 3

9

How much homework should 

my child be completing?
How can I monitor my child’s 

behaviour and attitude to 

learning?

What support will the school 

put in place in the run up to 

exams?

How does Key Stage 3 

support success at Key Stage 

4?

When are Progress Evenings?

What can I do as a parent or 

carer to help with revision?

When does my child choose 

options for Key Stage 4?

Who should I contact if I 

have any concerns about 

progress/ wellbeing?



BEHAVIOUR AND 
ATTITUDE TO LEARNING

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
ATTENDANCE

CURRICULUM 
INFORMATION

7

WHAT TO EXPECT AT KS3



TITLE

OPTIONSEXAMS
HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT 

YOUR CHILD

8

REVISION STRATEGIES



WHAT  IMPACT DOES KEY STAGE 3 HAVE ON GCSE EXAMS?
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HOW CAN I MONITOR MY CHILD’S BEHAVIOUR AND ATTITUDE TO 
LEARNING?
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The basics:

Correct uniform

On time

Fully equipped

Pride, resilience and kindness



WHY ATTENDANCE MATTERS
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WHY ATTENDANCE MATTERS
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CURRICULUM
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At The Oldershaw School, our curriculum is designed to empower every student aged 11–16 to achieve academic 

excellence, personal growth and readiness for life beyond school. Rooted in our ethos of Pride, Kindness and 

Resilience, our intent is to provide a broad, balanced and ambitious education that enables all students to acquire the 

knowledge, skills, and cultural capital necessary to succeed in the modern world.

Our curriculum is underpinned by the following principles:

• Clarity and Coherence: We set out clear, sequenced learning pathways in every subject, ensuring that students 

build upon prior knowledge and make meaningful connections across the curriculum.

• High Expectations and Equality: We are committed to challenging all learners, providing appropriate support and 

stretch so that every student, regardless of starting point or background, can fulfil their potential.

• Relevance and Enrichment: Our curriculum aims to be responsive to our local context in Wallasey, drawing on real-

world issues, diverse perspectives and enrichment opportunities that inspire curiosity and foster lifelong learning.

• Character and Community: In line with our ethos, we nurture respect, resilience and responsibility, ensuring students 

develop not only academically but also personally and socially, prepared to contribute positively to our school and 

wider community.

Our intent is that, by the end of Key Stage 4, every student at The Oldershaw School is equipped with the knowledge, 

skills and values to thrive in further education, employment and as active citizens.



CURRICULUM
PRINCIPLES

9
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THE IMPORTANCE OF CORE SUBJECTS

• Grade 4/5 passes are required for most courses post-16 in English/Maths

• Should these grades not be achieved regardless of course you are following 

English & maths resits are compulsory in college

• A good grasp of the English language gives us the confidence to 

communicate effectively

• A good grasp of numeracy gives us the confidence to calculate effectively 

and think logically

• Reading and writing forms part of all courses at college

• English revision and reading inevitably supports all other subject areas – 

reading age!
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ENGLISH
Preparing for GCSE and the Wider World

By the end of KS3, students will have:

•Developed analytical and writing skills ready for GCSE success

•Built empathy and moral understanding through diverse voices

•Learned to express complex ideas with confidence and clarity

•Begun their first GCSE text with strong foundations in analysis and interpretation

Our aim is to nurture thoughtful, articulate, and compassionate learners who can read critically, 

think deeply, and communicate effectively in every area of life.
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ENGLISH

Building Empathy, Curiosity and Confidence

At Key Stage 3, our English curriculum is designed not only to prepare students for GCSE success, 

but also to help them understand themselves and the world around them. Across Years 7–9, 

pupils explore three overarching themes that run through everything they study:

•Morality – What is right and wrong? How do our choices define us?

•Duality – How can people, places and ideas contain opposing sides?

•Multiplicity – How can multiple perspectives help us understand the world more deeply?

These threads are interleaved across all three years, meaning ideas, vocabulary and analytical 

skills are revisited and built upon so students grow in both confidence and sophistication.
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ENGLISH
The Journey Through KS3

Year 7 – Discovering Morality and Compassion
•Oliver Twist – injustice, kindness, and moral choices

•A Midsummer Night’s Dream – love, identity, and transformation

•Nature Poetry – humanity’s connection to the natural world

→ Focus: empathy, moral awareness, and understanding human behaviour.

Year 8 – Exploring Duality and Perspective
•Sherlock Holmes – reason vs. emotion; appearance vs. reality

•The Tempest – power, forgiveness, and control

•Animal Farm and Rhetoric – persuasion, manipulation, and leadership

→ Focus: questioning motives and analysing how power and language shape the world.

Year 9 – Understanding Multiplicity and Responsibility
•Jane Eyre – independence, gender, and morality
•Reading for Study – developing critical thinking for GCSE

•An Inspector Calls – social responsibility, class, and conscience

→ Focus: multiple viewpoints and readiness for GCSE English.
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ENGLISH

Writing Mastery: Crafting Confident Communicators

Alongside their literature studies, all students take part in Writing Mastery lessons.

These sessions are carefully designed to:

•Strengthen grammar, punctuation and sentence control

•Build ambitious vocabulary and precise expression
•Develop clarity, cohesion and writer’s voice

•Prepare students for the analytical and creative writing required at GCSE and beyond

Writing Mastery ensures every pupil becomes a confident, accurate and thoughtful writer, 

capable of communicating ideas effectively across all subjects.

Homework
Weekly homework tasks are based on short reading extracts with multiple-choice questions and 
a ‘Take It Further’ activity. These increase in complexity over the year, encouraging 
independent reading and reinforcing key comprehension and inference skills.

Set on Teams and/or handed to students. 
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MATHEMATICS
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MATHEMATICS
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MATHEMATICS
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MATHEMATICS



Key Stage 3 Focus:

• Experimental skills and investigations (method 
writing, asking questions, deciding variable, 
investigating, answering questions).

• Analysis and Evaluation (collecting data, 
presenting data, making judgements, reaching 
conclusions).

• Scientific attitudes (being accurate, being 
precise, repeatability, reproducibility).

• Measurements (understanding units, using 
equations).

SCIENCE



Year 7

Introduction, cells and organisation, nutrition and 
digestion, particles, forces etc.

Year 8

Reproduction, ecosystems, chemical properties and 
reactions, waves and matter, energy etc.

Year 9

Cells and cell structure, chemical reactions and 
bonding, energy, electricity, particle of matter etc.

SCIENCE



The Big Questions:

• What can science do for us?

• How do we use science?

• How does....... work?

• What advancements can we make or further?

• Who can do science?

THE ANSWER TO THAT IS, ANYONE WITH 
COMMITMENT! ANYONE WITH VISION! ANYONE 
WITH CREATIVITY!

SCIENCE



ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY

9

Art

Product Design

Music

Food



ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY
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Students progress through a structured model of skill development that builds 

confidence, curiosity and mastery over time.

Year 7 – Acquiring: What is this, and how do I use it correctly?

Students are introduced to key tools, materials, and techniques, learning 

fundamental processes and developing an understanding of how to use them 

safely and effectively.

Year 8 – Developing: How do I improve and apply what I've learned?

Students build upon their foundational knowledge, exploring more complex 

methods, combining skills, and beginning to make independent creative 

choices.

Year 9: Refining: How do I refine and personalise my skills?

Students consolidate their learning through experimentation, reflection, and 

refinement, developing a more sophisticated and individual approach to their 

work.



YEAR 7 – ACQUIRING KNOWLEDGE

9

Students are introduced to specialist equipment and key terminology in each subject 

area

Acquiring Knowledge of:
Art: 

• The formal elements and artist analysis

• Skillful observational drawing and photographic techniques

• Relief printing techniques - still life / Ceramic sculpture – slab building / portrait 

painting techniques

Music:
• Performance through keyboard

• Composition and structure

• Ensemble performance through rock bands

Product Design:

• CAD/CAM techniques to design a laser cut keyring

• Correct use of workshop tools to manufacture a toy train

Food:

• Health and Safety and hygiene in the kitchen

• Eating well



YEAR 8 – DEVELOPING KNOWLEDGE
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Student's become familiar with equipment and knowledge, gaining confidence with it

Developing knowledge of:

Art: 

• Symbolism and sculpture through ceramics 
• Observational drawing through relief printed natural forms

• Composition and abstraction with microscopic painted close ups

Music:

• Riffs and structure through popular song

• Ensemble performance through Blues

• Composition through world music

• Composition through variations

Product Design:

• CAD/CAM to create a pencil box lid

• The use of workshop tools to create lap joints

Food:

• Seasonal awareness and sustainability of food

• Professional sensory analysis



YEAR 9 – REFINING KNOWLEDGE
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Student's master techniques, and experiment with possibilities preparing themselves for 

GCSE courses

Refining knowledge of:

Art: 

• Painting in the style of selected artists to support independence at GCSE

• Observational painting skills by exploring colour and texture in local landscapes

Music:
• Performance through film music

• Composition through 20th Century Classical Techniques

• Structure and riff through song writing

• Refining knowledge of digital music production techniques through remixing

Product Design:

• Constructing electronic circuits to power a lamp

• Workshop tools to manufacture an anglepoise lamp

Food:

• The differences between domestic and industrial kitchens

• Menu planning to suit dietary needs and profitability

• Presentation techniques 



HOMEWORK IN THE ARTS
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All homework is set via arbor and will be directly informed 

by learning in the classroom.

Music students complete online quizzes related to subject 
content.

All other subjects complete work on paper or in their 

sketchbooks.



CULTURAL CAPITAL
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Aside from teaching student's theoretical knowledge and practical skills, the arts subjects 

enhance students understanding of the world around them.

These are just some of the themes we cover in art, music, product design and food:

Consider traditional 
gender roles, and 
combat stereotypes

Learn what makes a 
good film score; play 
one and attempt to 
make their own

Learn about different 
world cuisines and 
learn to cook them

Consider the ethics of 
SMART and modern 
technologies



BENEFITS OF AN ARTS EDUCATION
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"Arts education offers benefits like improved 

communication skills, wellbeing, and confidence, 

while developing critical thinking, problem-
solving abilities, and creativity, which are vital for 

future careers in the creative industries and 

society at large."

"a robust arts education can also 

lead to better attendance and 

motivation in students."



CULTURE

Humanities:
- History
- Geography
- Religious Studies

MFL:
- French
- Spanish



HISTORY



GEOGRAPHY

Nationally renowned:
1) Foundation for GCSE
2) Understanding of the 

natural world

GEOGRAPHY



RELIGIOUS STUDIES

• 1 lesson per fortnight

• Range of world 
religions

• Ethical issues

• Philosophical 
questions



MFL
TRIPS: 

Normandy 2025

Barcelona - next year



HOMEWORK FOR KEY STAGE 3

SUBJECT

History - Paper based: Meanwhile, elsewhere
- Project based
- SENECA learning – Set on Arbor
USERNAME = School email address PASSWORD = Oldershaw123

Geography - Paper based tasks
- SENECA learning – Set on Arbor

RS - Paper based tasks – Set on Arbor ever half-term

MFL - Vocab lists to learn (tests) – Set on Arbor every 2 weeks
- Dualingo

Hwk clubs: Humanities Thurs / MFL Wed  Culture Club: Wed after school
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CULTURE FACULTY

Alongside English, Maths and Science: 

(Core subjects)

- History 

- Geography

- MFL

Are all Russell Group "Facilitating subjects"

"Subjects most commonly required or preferred by top universities"



EXTRA-CURRICULAR
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR



KEY DATES FOR KEY STAGE 3
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Date Event/Activity Reporting

7th November MADE Training Year 8- Lighthouse, 

Direction Setting

21st November Monitoring Data released 7,8 & 9

29th January Year 9 Options Evening

12th February Year 9 Progress Evening Year 9 Data Released

5th March Year 7 Progress Evening Year 7 Data Released

26th March Year 8 Progress Evening Year 8 Data Released

15th -19th June Key Stage 3 Exams

6th July Key Stage 3 data released



HOW CAN I HELP MY CHILD TO SUCCEED?
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Support them to: 

Get enough sleep

Eat the right foods

Keep hydrated

Establish routines

Have a space/ environment to study

Have regular breaks in between study

Them to read/ improve literacy



HOMEWORK

9

+5 months progress –EEF

Linked to classwork is most effective

High quality feedback impacts positively on learning

Good habits 

ARBOR and planners



FEEDBACK –FAR MODEL

ATL
Positive and exact 
praise for specific 

skill/ learning 
shown

FEEDBACK
1 / 2 ideas to 

develop explicitly 
linked to 

learning with clear 
& manageable 

next steps.

ACTION/S
Students read the 
teacher feedback 

& action 
carefully. Students 

respond to the 
actions by 

producing a 
response.

RESPONSE

4
7**A grade, percentage or mark may also be included where appropriate.



OPTIONS TIMELINE
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• WB25th January Options Booklets issued

• 29th January Year 9 Options Evening

• 12th February Year 9 Progress Evening

• 13th February Options choices made



There are a range of compulsory subjects called ‘Core 
subjects’ that all students must study in Years 10 & 11.

Core subjects

Subject Qualification type

English Language GCSE

English Literature GCSE

Mathematics GCSE

Science GCSE

Personal, Health and Social Education None

Core PE None



Students in Nurture will complete ASDAN as 

part of their core offer

Core subjects



Option subjects

There are also a range of subjects students can choose 

to study in Years 10 & 11 called ‘Option subjects’.

Triple Science* Art and Design Music

Religious Studies Textiles Sport

Computer Science French D&T -Product Design

Business Studies Creative Media Health and Social 

Care

Performing Arts -

Acting

Geography Hospitality 

and Catering

Spanish Media Studies

Travel and Tourism History Psychology



CATS4
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• CAT stands for Cognitive Abilities Test.

• CATs assess the main types of reasoning ability 

that make a difference to your child’s learning 

and achievement.

•  The information the tests give us help us to 
understand how your child learns best.



WHAT IS TESTED?
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The assessments are grouped into four different 'batteries'.

Each 'battery' is made up of two tests in each of the following areas:

• Verbal Reasoning

• Non-Verbal Reasoning

• Quantitative Reasoning

• Spatial Ability
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Verbal reasoning - “thinking with words”. 

This is linked to concepts framed in words: it may 

involve working out how words in a group are 

related or the relationships between words. The 

result of this assessment is often used as a 

baseline of a child’s potential in essay-writing 

subjects like English and history.

Non-verbal reasoning - “thinking with shapes”. 

This doesn’t involve reading but measures a 

child’s ability to solve problems using shapes or 

patterns, and is most similar to a typical IQ test.

Quantitative reasoning - “thinking with numbers”. 

This is the numerical equivalent of verbal 

reasoning and involves working out the 

relationship between numbers in a sequence. 

This result will generally be compared against a 

school’s internal maths assessment data.

Spatial ability - “thinking with shapes and 

space”. 

This involves the manipulation of shapes to 

demonstrate an understanding of the spatial 

relationship between images and is often 

linked to ability in science, technology, 

engineering and maths (Stem) subjects.

BATTERIES EXPLAINED
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WHAT INFORMATION DO CAT4 TESTS GIVE US?

For each battery, we get:

• Number of questions attempted.

• Standard age score (SAS).   SAS Explained

• Stanines

• National percentile ranking (NPR).

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8HIaEtDgwmM&t=4s
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HOW TO INTERPRET THE DATA

• Looking at the data from all four batteries can help teachers 

and parents/ carers to understand how a child learns best 

and what they need support with.

• We will be sending you the data so you can support at home.
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EXAMPLES OF HOW THIS INFORMATION COULD SUPPORT 
LEARNING
A high verbal bias -when a student has a higher verbal reasoning SAS result 

than their spatial SAS result. This could suggest a student feels more confident 

learning through writing or discussions and may not find Stem subjects to be 

their strength.

A high spatial bias suggests the opposite - this student may find learning 

through diagrams and charts more accessible than writing-based tasks. The 

implications for teaching and learning may be to compare this against the 

child’s reading age in order to be able to fully support the student.

A verbal deficit is the result of a high non-verbal reasoning SAS and a low 

verbal reasoning SAS. Discovering that a student has a verbal deficit could 

indicate that they may have difficulties in reading English - possibly as a result 

of dyslexia or having English as an additional language.



9
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• FAR marking x2 per HT in core subjects, x1 per HT in non-core 
subjects

• Retrieval practice in lessons

• Modelling approaches to exam questions

• Revision support

• Learning conversation with class teacher re: areas to focus 
on to improve

• Revision support during form time, including revision 
timetable

What support will my child receive prior to assessments and exams?
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GO OVER THE TOP WITH 
REVISION

Use the right techniques

Keep organised

Give yourself enough 
time
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KEEP ORGANISED
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KEEP ORGANISED
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First 

learning

1 hour 1 Day 1 Week 1 month

What we know about memory

First 

learning

Revisit 1
After 1hr

Revisit 2
After 1 Day

Revisit 1
After 1 month
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To remember things in our 
long term memory, we need 
to regular revisit and recall 
the learning, with spaced 
retrieval.

Without revisiting what 

you have learnt you will 

forget up to 50% of it by 

the end of the day and 

90% by the end of the 

week!
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We remember more if:
•We break things down in to chunks (new 
information in small steps)

•We check understanding as we go along

•We practice recalling information 
(retrieving it from long term memory)

•We practice applying what we’ve learnt

•We revisit learning regularly

•We connect new learning to things we 
already know and remember

WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT MEMORY
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CREATING A REVISION TIMETABLE

Free Revision Timetable

https://getrevising.co.uk/planner


9

Revision techniques
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Revision techniques
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That’s a lot of 
revision!

So you could 
always break it 
up using timers.

Here is an 
example of a 

‘Pomodoro 
Timer’ Website.

Revision techniques



OPTIONS –YEAR 9

• Options Evening for Parents and students 29th January 

2025.

• Progress Evening -12th February.

• Assembly for Year 9 students-Option process.

•  Students must study English Language, English    

Literature,  Maths & Science.

• Most students will 'opt' for x 4 additional subjects they 

wish to study at GCSE.

• Student will not be able to change options in Year 10.



THANK YOU!
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