
Year 8 Art 
Autumn Term 1 Playlist

This playlist is designed to follow the KS3 Art curriculum and provide you with opportunities to further 

your learning. 

Activity Directions Notes
Date 

Completed

1. What do we mean 

by observational 

drawing? How can 

we do it well?

Learning Outcome: You will learn how to draw from 

observation

Task: Complete an observational drawing of a 

small object which considers shape, tone, and a 

range of marks which emphasise detail. 

This terms PPT:  year 8 Niki de SAINT PHALLE.pptx

You will need a shading pencil and a rubber to 
support you with this task.

Useful website links to help you:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QyZs4alERC

A

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/qvVCZVMfmG

c

2. Introduction to 

NDSP

Learning Outcome:

To develop knowledge on  the work of feminist 

sculptor Niki De Saint Phalle

Task: Produce an artist research page that describes 

Niki's work. The page should take the format of one 

of her letters. 

You will need a pencil and some coloured 

pencils to complete this task. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XV7aJ7XHe

B4

3. Formal Analysis - Intro to NDSP sculpture garden – watch video 
and complete worksheet describing artists 
work.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XV7aJ7XHeB4
Niki_de_Saint_Phalle_Worksheet.docx
- Complete analysis of NDSP's Sun God 

sculpture showing understanding of Formal 
Elements.

- NDSP Analysis
- HMWK – Finish analysis of The sun god. 

Extension: Complete a colour study of the sun 
god, using a chosen media you have at 
home. (2 weeks) 

4. Understanding 

symbolism

Learning Outcome:

Understand how symbolism has been used in NDSP 

work. 

Task:

Read slides 1-5 to understand how NDSP has used 

symbolism. 

Choose a theme based on one of her sculptures, 

and produce a moodboard of 10-15 images which 

convey this theme to you. 

The idea is that you choose images that represent 

your understanding of say courage, or 

independence.. Rather than De Saint Phalle's

Website links to help: 

Use google for images

5.+6 Learning Outcome:

Developing skills in drawing from observation

Task: 

Choose an image from your moodboard and draw 

it from observation showing consideration of shape, 

form, texture and tone. 

Homework: Choose an object that represents the 

theme of your sculpture. Draw it on a full page of 

A4 using skills learnt in todays lesson. 

Website links to help: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95IJUj

nwUUA
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7. Designing your 

figurine

Learning Outcome: 
• Develop ideas for a 3D ceramic figurine using 

personal photos as inspiration.
• Explore how form, symbolism, and detail can 

be translated from 2D to 3D.
• Produce initial design sketches and a final 

figurine plan ready for clay work.

Task 1: Complete 4 different design ideas for your 

figurine  - 35 mins

Task 2: Choose your best design idea and then 

develop it using consideration of shape. By adding 

shading and labelling parts to show meaning and 

any manufacturing notes.  

Task 1: Ensure student is working quickly and is 

completing a range of design ideas. This is very 

much a sketchbook task rather than presentable 

design ideas. 

Task 2: Include skill in drawing here. Objects 

should look 3D. 

8. Clay 

demonstration and 

Final design 

development

Learning Outcome:

To develop knowledge on ceramics processes and 

plan how you will make your figurine

Task: read through the PPt to understand clay and 

ceramics techniques further. 

Then write a step by step plan for the manufacture of 

your ceramic figurine

Slab method: 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/_b_piH9_EEY

Hollowing out method: 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/ER4OXPpXlVA

Pinch pot: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oct3jFDPfvk
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