
Year 9 Art 
Spring Term 1 + 2 Playlist

This playlist is designed to follow the KS3 Art curriculum and provide you with opportunities to further 

your learning. 

Activity Directions Notes
Date 

Completed

1. Introduction to 

Portraiture: 

Drawing Facial 

Features

Learning Outcome: 

Students will understand basic facial proportions and be 

able to draw eyes, mouths, noses, and ears using accurate 

shape, proportion, and tone.

Task: Divide a sketchbook page into four sections

Complete observational drawings of:

• Eyes

• Mouths

• Noses

• Ears

• Apply tone to suggest form and realism

• Use the step by step sheets in PPT to help you

This terms PPT: Year 9 Portrait painting 

Oldershaw.pptx

You will need a shading pencil and a rubber to 

support you with this task.

• Emphasis on proportion (eye line, facial 

spacing)

• Use analogy prompts (e.g. “squashed 

lemon,” “seagull flying”) to simplify forms

• Focus on tone rather than outlines

• Encourage light guidelines and gradual 

tonal build-up

Relevant Website Links:

• https://www.studentartguide.com/articles

/how-to-draw-a-face

2. Proportion and Face 

Structure

Learning Outcome:

Students will understand standard facial proportions and 

apply them to front-facing and profile drawings.

Task: 

• Complete a facial proportion quiz (Do Now)

• Draw a full-page facial proportion diagram

• Draw a face in profile

Notes:

• Reinforce that eyes sit halfway down the 

head

• Introduce differences in face shapes

• Link proportion to accuracy rather than 

“perfection”

Relevant Website Links:

• https://drawpaintacademy.com/facial-

proportions/

• https://www.lovelifedrawing.com/learn-to-

draw-faces/

3. Understanding Light in 

Portrait Photography

Learning Outcome:

Students will understand how lighting affects mood, form, 

and meaning in portraits and apply this knowledge through 

photography

Task: 

Experiment with 8 portrait lighting styles using ipad:

• Broad

• Short

• Butterfly

• Loop

• Rembrandt

• Split

• Rim

• Fill

Alternative task: Use Chromebooks to find portrait paintings 

x 3 from Tate website – and annotate the style of lighting

Website links to help: 

• https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/portr

ait-lighting/

• https://expertphotography.com/portrait-

lighting-patterns/

HOMEWORK: Take 4 portrait photos of a chosen 

person you know. Use different lighting styles. 

Paste these images onto a PPT document and 

email to your teacher

4 and 5. Formal 

Elements in Portrait 

Drawing

Learning Outcome:

Students will apply formal elements to improve realism and 

accuracy in portrait feature studies.

Task: 

Do Now: Complete drawing prompt matching activity

Main task: Produce observational studies of the following 

from your photos:

• Eye

• Nose

• Mouth

• Ear

Notes:

• Focus on shape before detail

• Use tone and shading to emphasise form 

and texture

• Encourage close looking and comparison 

with reference photos

Relevant Website Links:

• https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms

• https://thevirtualinstructor.com/elements-

of-art.html

Page 1

https://oldershawwirralsch-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/faithna_oldershaw_wirral_sch_uk/IQAKiRknePXARZ7PLn8PgrVtAfqnA6ZPaPujey581jEYGOA?e=cGKkJO
https://oldershawwirralsch-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/faithna_oldershaw_wirral_sch_uk/IQAKiRknePXARZ7PLn8PgrVtAfqnA6ZPaPujey581jEYGOA?e=cGKkJO
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/how-to-draw-a-face
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/how-to-draw-a-face
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/how-to-draw-a-face
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/how-to-draw-a-face
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/how-to-draw-a-face
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/how-to-draw-a-face
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/how-to-draw-a-face
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/how-to-draw-a-face
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/how-to-draw-a-face
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/how-to-draw-a-face
https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/how-to-draw-a-face
https://drawpaintacademy.com/facial-proportions/
https://drawpaintacademy.com/facial-proportions/
https://drawpaintacademy.com/facial-proportions/
https://drawpaintacademy.com/facial-proportions/
https://www.lovelifedrawing.com/learn-to-draw-faces/
https://www.lovelifedrawing.com/learn-to-draw-faces/
https://www.lovelifedrawing.com/learn-to-draw-faces/
https://www.lovelifedrawing.com/learn-to-draw-faces/
https://www.lovelifedrawing.com/learn-to-draw-faces/
https://www.lovelifedrawing.com/learn-to-draw-faces/
https://www.lovelifedrawing.com/learn-to-draw-faces/
https://www.lovelifedrawing.com/learn-to-draw-faces/
https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/portrait-lighting/
https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/portrait-lighting/
https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/portrait-lighting/
https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/portrait-lighting/
https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/portrait-lighting/
https://expertphotography.com/portrait-lighting-patterns/
https://expertphotography.com/portrait-lighting-patterns/
https://expertphotography.com/portrait-lighting-patterns/
https://expertphotography.com/portrait-lighting-patterns/
https://expertphotography.com/portrait-lighting-patterns/
https://expertphotography.com/portrait-lighting-patterns/
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/art-terms
https://thevirtualinstructor.com/elements-of-art.html
https://thevirtualinstructor.com/elements-of-art.html
https://thevirtualinstructor.com/elements-of-art.html
https://thevirtualinstructor.com/elements-of-art.html
https://thevirtualinstructor.com/elements-of-art.html
https://thevirtualinstructor.com/elements-of-art.html


Year 9 Art 
Spring Term 1 + 2 Playlist

This playlist is designed to follow the KS3 Art curriculum and provide you with opportunities to further 
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Activity Directions Notes
Date 

Completed

7. Identity and Heritage 

Moodboard

Learning Outcome: 

Students will explore personal identity and heritage through 

visual research and annotation.

Task: Create a double-page moodboard exploring:

• Culture

• Heritage

• Personal symbols

• Interests and values

• Annotate imagery explaining meaning and 

relevance to your identity

• Identity goes beyond ethnicity

• Encourage personal, meaningful 

symbolism

• Annotation is essential, not decorative

Relevant Website Links:

https://www.studentartguide.com/articles/artist-

research-pages

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/who-

is/who-am-i

8. Mixing Skin Tones Learning outcome: Students will understand undertones 

and mix accurate skin tones using paint.

Task: Use provided worksheet to mix skin tone swatches

• Explore different undertones:

• Red

• Yellow

• Blue

• Adjust using white, black, or complementary colours

• Skin is never one flat colour

• Avoid overuse of black and white

• Encourage controlled, thoughtful 

brushwork

Relevant Website Links: 

https://drawpaintacademy.com/how-to-mix-

skin-tones/

https://willkempartschool.com/how-to-mix-skin-

colour/

9. Colour and Light in 

Portrait Painting

Learning outcome: Students will analyse and apply colour 

variation caused by light and shadow in portrait painting.

Task: 

• Sketch a life-size nose

• Use a viewfinder to identify at least 6 colours

• Mix colours by adjusting base tones

• Apply highlight, midtone, and shadow

If you don't have access to paints you should use 

oil pastel 

• Introduce terminology: highlight, mid tone, 

core shadow

• Encourage subtle colour shifts rather than 

tonal extremes

• Link colour to realism and depth

Relevant Website Links:

• https://www.artistsnetwork.com/art-

mediums/oil-painting/skin-tones/

• https://www.drawpaintacademy.com/col

or-theory/

10. Kehinde Wiley and 

Symbolic backgrounds

Learning outcome: Students will analyse Kehinde Wiley’s 

work and design a symbolic patterned background 

expressing identity.

Task: Compare historical and contemporary portraits

• Discuss representation and power

• Design a repeat wallpaper background inspired by 

personal identity

• Limit colour palette to three colours

If you don't have access to paints you should use 

oil pastel 

• Contrast realism in figures with flat 

decorative backgrounds

• Emphasise symbolism and repetition

• Link background meaning to portrait 

narrative

Relevant Website Links:

• https://www.tate.org.uk/art/artists/kehinde

-wiley-12902

• https://www.metmuseum.org/articles/kehi

nde-wiley

11. Planning the final 

portrait composition

Learning outcome: 

Students will produce a detailed, proportionally accurate 

outline for their final portrait painting.

Task: Draw full composition:

• Face first

• Clothing and hair

• Light and shadow

• Patterned background

If you don't have access to paints you should use 

oil pastel 

Emphasise facial zones and colour variation

• Minimum 30 minutes on facial structure

• Light, confident line work

Relevant Website Links:

• https://thevirtualinstructor.com/portraitdra

wing.html

12-14: Final Portrait 

painting

Learning outcome: 

Students will apply painting techniques to create a resolved 

portrait with accurate colour, tone, and contrast.

Task: 

Block in dark tones first

• Add midtones, then highlights

• Build up hair and background

• Refine details and contrast

If you don't have access to paints you should use 

oil pastel 
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